


The Louis Armstrong Middle School
Dear Parents/ Students:


Welcome to the new school year!  This year, students will be exploring the world of The Living Environment.  There are many new and exciting things that we will be learning.  I would like to take this opportunity to describe a general outline of our curriculum goals and topics that will be discussed in this school year.

	                         Unit
	Topics Covered

	                          1- Fall Term
	Scientific Inquiry: role of scientific inquiry in studying biology, methods and tools of science, problem based learning

	                          2- Fall Term
	Organization and Patterns in Life: cell structure, cell physiology, cell chemistry, diffusion and osmosis, mitosis, cell respiration, photosynthesis, 

	                          3- Fall Term
	Homeostasis and Immunity: Body systems overview, homeostasis and feedback systems, immune response

	                          4- Spring Term
	Reproduction and Development: Meiosis, reproductive systems, fertilization, development, stem cells

	                          5- Spring Term
	Genetics and Biotechnology: Mendel Review, DNA/RNA, protein synthesis, diseases, mutations, bioengineering, bioethics

	                          6- Spring Term
	Evolution/ Origin of Life: Natural Selection, Evidence

	                          7- Spring Term
	Ecology/ Human Influences on the Environment: relationships, interactions, aquaculture, positive and negative human influences

	                          8- Spring Term
	REVIEW FOR THE NYS REGENTS EXAM

	                         
	

	
	

	
	


Homework Policy:
Homework sheets or assignments will be given out before the unit of study begins.  Students are expected to complete the homework sheets or assignments, before they are collected (about one week after distribution). Homework will be graded on a scale of 1-5 or 1-10.  After the accumulation of 50 points, students may bring their points up to have their papers stamped and they will be entitled to 5 extra points on any exam that they wish.  Students often find this helpful especially when not scoring well on a difficult exam.  NOTE: Students can not use more than 100 points during a given marking period.

· Students are always encouraged to ask questions about the homework. If a student does not understand something in the homework assignment, it does not excuse them from doing the homework.  All students must show an attempt and effort in completing homework assignments.

· Any missing or unacceptable homework will result in point deductions
· If you are absent due to sickness or a family emergency, you ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE for the homework.  Upon returning to class, turn in the homework assignment sheet if it was collected when you were absent.
Labs:

All students taking this course are required to complete 1200 hours of laboratory exercises.  The exercises will help to solidify ideas and concepts discussed in class.  Many students often enjoy this part of the class because it is interactive.  Students are expected to behave in a mature manner when conducting lab experiments. Safety goggles and small/medium ring binder (or folder) with loose leaf will be required for lab activities.  Lab reports will be generated from a number of the experiments and will be part of a lab portfolio that is collected at the end of each marking period.  Students that fail to complete this portion of the course can not sit to take the NYS Living Environment Regents Examination in June.

Attendance Policy:


   Attendance is mandatory!  The only acceptable excuse in this class is a medical note, or a note from a parent or guardian.  The note may be followed up with a phone call at my discretion.

Assessments and Grading Policy:


Student’s work will be graded in various ways to ensure full understanding of course material and equal opportunity to students who have strengths in certain areas.

a. Homework (20%)- homework that is collected will be graded for 

correctness, content, organization, and presentation.  It will be graded on a scale of 1-5/ or 1-10

b. Exams (25%) - chapter or unit exams will be given on a periodic basis. 

All exams will be announced a week in advance and a brief review will be given.  Please do not wait to study for the test the day before it is administered. The review should be used as a tool to see specific areas you need to look over again.

c. Quizzes (20%) - quizzes will be given every other Friday on the week’s material.  Questions (usually 5 or less) will ALWAYS come from class work notes and/or homework questions.  Quizzes will also be graded on a scale of 1-5 and can be used towards accumulating the 50 points (5 extra exam points).

d. Laboratory Report Portfolio (25%) - all students are expected to complete a term project (laboratory report portfolio). The portfolio will highlight the various laboratory exercises that will be completed by the student in preparation for the Regents Exam. All lab reports must be written in and demonstrate the use of the scientific method.  All of the data and information (e.g. graphs, charts, written explanations) collected will be considered a compilation of the student’s work and knowledge of science in that area. It will be collected at the end of each marking period and graded for scientific content, organization, presentation

e.  Class Participation (10%) - all students are expected to participate.  Please keep in mind that participation does not only mean raising your hand to answer a question, it can also mean volunteering to be a group leader, being on task during class time, etc.

The Living Environment Regents
     Upon successful completion of all portions of this course, students will be eligible to take the NYS Living Environment Regents Examination in June.  Students that obtain a grade of 65% or greater on this exam will receive one year of high school credit and will not have to take The Living Environment course when they begin high school.  It is imperative that the student develops good homework, organization, and study skills in order to be successful in this class and on the Regents exam.
Items needed by students this year:

· Binder sections with LOTS of paper
· Small/medium ring binder for laboratory work/or lab folder

· Pens/pencils

· Colored pencils (optional)- can be used when coloring biological diagrams

· Folder- will be used to place handouts and diagrams inside

· Safety Goggles- (can be purchased at any hardware store)

Please remember it is just as much the student’s responsibility, as it is the teacher’s to ensure that quality education is given and received. For your convenience, I can be contacted if needed by e-mail at the following address: sciteach227@yahoo.com, or feel free to call the school at (718) 335-7500.  I truly hope that we can all learn and have fun at the same time. I look forward to working with each and every one of you.

Sincerely,

Ms. Singh- Science Teacher

__________________________________________________________________

I have read the above agreement and understand the requirements for the science class.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________

Student’s Name (Print):_________________________

Date:______________

Parent E-mail address (optional) __________________

Student E-mail (optional):_________________

***Bring this back for your first 5 points ASAP!!! (
