The Louis Armstrong Middle School
Dear Parents/ Students:

Welcome to the new school year!  This year, students will be exploring the world of Science in many exciting ways. The students will be introduced to concepts in the fields of earth, physical, chemical, and biological sciences.  I would like to take this opportunity to describe a general outline of our curriculum goals for this school year.
· Students will develop a greater understanding of how different fields of sciences apply to them.
· Students will develop the technical scientific skills they need to succeed in higher level science classes.
· Students will use critical thinking to solve in-class inquiry based science mysteries.
· Students will read various types of science literature to enhance their scientific knowledge and understanding.
Assessments and Grading Policy:


Student’s work will be graded in various ways to ensure full understanding of course material and equal opportunity to students who have strengths in certain areas.

Homework (20%) - homework is collected at least once a week and will be graded for correctness, content, organization, and presentation.  An example of acceptable homework will be demonstrated for you in class. Any late homework will be accepted until the end of the week that it is collected; after that it will be a zero. Please have students complete all homework assignments on loose leaf paper, so the collection process is easier.
Exams (20%) - Content will be given on a periodic basis. All exams will be announced one week in advance and a brief review will be given.  Please do not wait to study for the exam the day before it is administered.  The review should only be used as a guide for you to see what you need to look over again.

Science Article Reviews (15%) – students will be asked to begin a colleting science articles that they read, provide key points on, and summarize.  They may obtain articles on any branch of science, but it must be an article.  They will be asked to turn in the article and their reviews for any 3 articles they choose to be graded on.  
Projects (25%)- unit projects will be assigned throughout the year. Students will often have a choice between the type of project they would like to submit. All students must also complete a science fair project in the Spring term.  In class time will be set aside for the planning of these projects.
Science Notebook (Portfolio Assignment) (10%) – this notebook will be the student’s main tool in the class where content notes, experiments, and journal entries will be kept.  This notebook will be the tool where students will build a portfolio from. They will be asked to turn in highlights of what they believe their best work is, edit and perfect it for that marking period.  The portfolios will be collected and assessed once each marking period.
Class Participation (10%) - all students are expected to participate.   Please keep in mind that participation does not only mean raising your hand to answer a question, it can also mean volunteering to be a group leader, being on task during class time, etc.
*BONUS POINTS:  Every marking period the students have an opportunity to increase their overall class average by holding on to graded quizzes and homework assignments.  All quizzes and homework assignments will be worth a minimum of 5 points.  After students have accumulated 50 points, they may turn them in to gain a bonus 5 points on any exam that they may have done poorly on.  If they have accumulated 100 points, they can redeem their points for 10 bonus points on any exam they wish.  Students can only use 100 points per marking period.  This often helps students increase their overall science average up to 5 points. This also means that students must learn how to keep organized and not lose their returned assignments.
Attendance Policy:
Attendance is mandatory! YOU SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST 2 CLASSMATES PHONE NUMBER IN CASE YOU ARE ABSENT TO GET ANY IMPORTANT NOTES, HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS, OR ANNOUNCEMENTS.
School Supplies for Science Class:
Items needed IN CLASS AT ALL TIMES:
· Science Notebook- marble book is preferable, but spiral is acceptable.  This is where all notes, vocabulary, experimental notes, science articles will be organized. This notebook should have 100 pages or more, so that it does not have to be changed throughout the year. Do not have several subjects in this notebook.  
· Pens/pencils/scissors
· Colored pencils/markers/crayons (optional)- can be used when coloring biological diagrams
·  Folder- will be used to place handouts, diagrams, returned homework and quizzes
· Glue Stick(s)
Items needed AT HOME (usually for projects/ or science readings):
· Computer Paper

· Construction Paper
· Dictionary

· Index cards- these will be used in class to make vocabulary flashcards. Students will be asked to bring them in as needed.
Please remember it is just as much the student’s responsibility, as it is the teacher’s to ensure that quality education is given and received. For your convenience, I can be reached if needed by e-mail at sciteach227@yahoo.com or feel free to call the school at (718) 335-7500.  I truly hope that we can all learn and have fun at the same time. I look forward to working with each and every one of you.  

Sincerely,

Ms.Singh - Science Teacher

__________________________________________________________________

I have read the above agreement and understand the requirements for the science class.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________

Student’s Name (Print): _________________________

Homeroom:_________
Parent E-mail (optional):______________________

Student E-mail (optional):_____________________

***Bring this back ASAP for your first 5 bonus points towards your 50 points! (
